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The period covered by the central books of the Pentateuch is, in many respects, the most
important in Old Testament history, not only so far as regards Israel, but the Church at all
times. Opening with centuries of silence and seeming Divine forgetfulness during the bondage
of Egypt, the pride and power of Pharaoh are suddenly broken by a series of miracles,
culminating in the deliverance of Israel and the destruction of Egypt's host. In that Paschal
night and under the blood-sprinkling, Israel as a nation is born of God, and the redeemed
people are then led forth to be consecrated at the Mount by ordinances, laws, and judgments.
Finally, we are shown the manner in which Jehovah deals with His people, both in judgment
and in mercy, till at the last He safely brings them to the promised inheritance. In all this we see
not only the history of the ancient people of God, but also a grand type of the redemption and
the sanctification of the Church.

It has been my aim, by the aid of kindred studies, to shed additional light upon the narrative, so
as to render it vivid and pictorial, enabling readers to realise for themselves the circumstances
under which an event took place. Thus, | have in the first two chapters sought to read the
history of Israel in Egypt by the light of its monuments, and also to portray the political, social,
and religious state of the people prior to the Exodus. Similarly, when following the wanderings
of Israel up to the eastern bank of the Jordan, | have availed myself of the best recent
geographical investigations, that so the reader might, as it were, see before him the route
followed by Israel, the scenery, and all other accessories. - Summary by Preface
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